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 love my country.  I always have and I always will.  I am blessed to have been born an 

American and I will never be able to repay that blessing adequately.  I was privileged to have 

served my country as a commissioned officer in the Regular Army.  The greatest honor I have 

ever received was leading American troops.  I took an oath to protect and defend the Constitution 

of the United States and to obey the officers appointed above me.  I did my duty.  I kept my oath. 

I no longer trust my government—the Executive Branch, the Legislative Branch, the 

Judicial Branch.  I no longer trust the principals in those branches.  This is the result of the 

erosion of trust over a protracted period of time and not an instant in time, an inflection point or 

an epiphany.  As the parties on the other side of my oath, I believe they have not kept their part 

of the bargain. 

Executive Branch 

As to the Executive Branch, I marshal as my evidence the inability of the Executive 

Branch and the President of the United States to operate at a basic level of competence. 

Competence, even when you do not agree with either policy decisions or a specific 

philosophy of governance, is a perfectly reasonable expectation of those being served by our 

government.  The government is, after all, ours. 

Again, it is the lack of BASIC competence, not politics, which has eroded my trust.  

Competence is the ability to discharge the administration of the government at a level of 

craftsman like skill to accomplish things, big or small, at a level of frugality consistent with the 

real world.  It is not the making of wine from water. 

I 
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The first exhibit for the indictment of the government’s incompetence is the planning and 

implementation of the www.healthcare.gov website.  It was and continues to be a disaster. 

It argues for a failing grade on the following criteria. 

The government had more time to make this website and to test it than it took to win 

World War II.  A trite but true comparison. 

The creation of complicated websites is a skill readily available in the marketplace.  It 

begins with leadership.  It can be bought in the marketplace from enterprises who do this 

successfully for a living every day.  The final solution—the hiring of the new fix it guy, Kurt 

DelBene—is obvious.  Get someone who has done it before and who has the highest probability 

of being able to do it again.  The final solution should have been the first solution. 

Mr DelBene’s wife is a Democratic Congresswoman from Washington State.  It is she 

who suggested her husband might be able to help.  Mr DelBene has demonstrated a bit of utility 

in the past.  He helped build a particular division of Microsoft from $5B to $22B in revenue.  He 

reorganized the Microsoft Office suite from a software “buy a disk” business into a cloud based 

business incorporating a suite of products including Word, Excel, Power Point, Access, 

Publisher, Skype, Windows Explorer, Windows, Bing, Outlook, One Note able to work 

seamlessly on a desktop, laptop, tablet or a smartphone.  This is no small feat and the revenue 

growth validates his competence. 

After being approached, he took the job thinking he could “sort it out” in six months or 

less. 

Mr DelBene describes himself as a “list maker” who constantly looks at his list, sets and 

resets priorities and keeps score with the list.  He has no health care expertise.  He’s a guy who 

can manage complex, web based, cloud based products.  He is a competent manager.  

Competent. 

He has a long list of accomplishments and a management philosophy which uses words 

like “accountable” and which he has tested and perfected managing Microsoft’s 6,000 software 

engineers.  All from a list that list he constantly updates. 

http://www.healthcare.gov/


I Love My Country Essay Page: 3 

 

He is keen on testing things before launching them.  He does not preach perfection, he 

preaches planning, accountability, testing, fixing bugs before launching.  He does not believe in 

the Big Bang Release saying those days are gone.  He believes in testing to find and solve the 

bugs well before the launch date. 

He is not a genius.  He comes to work at 7:30 AM and works his list.  One of his 

attractive traits is he will not lie to you.  He thinks well designed software does not require a 

software manual.  It should work intuitively.  He has made it so. 

Mr Kurt DelBene is the kind of chap who passes for competent in the other dimension 

which co-exists with government and which is affectionately known as the REAL WORLD. 

Please note I have not mentioned cost.  That would be piling on.  But take a second and 

think what YOU could buy for a billion dollars. 

As a second argument supporting my distrust of the Executive Branch, let me not stray 

too far from OBAMAcare and simply cite the fraudulent basis upon which it was promoted to 

the Nation. Promises were made as to the way this new and daring law would operate. 

 We were told we could keep our healthcare plan if we liked it. 

 We were told we could keep our doctor if we liked her. 

 We were told we could we would reap meaningful personal cost savings. 

 We were told the cost of health care would be reduced. 

 We were told the deficit would be reduced. 

We were told these things repeatedly by the President.  They were the inducement which 

lured many in the Nation and the Congress to support the plan, the legislation.  Absent these 

inducements, fraudulent inducements as the evidence now confirms, OBAMAcare was going 

nowhere and not likely to become law.  These were the essential inducements to enact this law. 

The President lied as measured by the simple, unambiguous truth of these statements.  I 

do not trust liars.  I am funny like that. 
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I will give you one more bit of evidence to support my distrust of my government in the 

Executive Branch. 

The Internal Revenue Service has been used as a tool of political chicanery by the 

Executive Branch.  The President foreclosed the possibility of even a “smidgen of corruption” in 

a recent well documented interview aired before the Super Bowl.  A smidgen is a very small unit 

of measure being a fraction of a thimble and only slightly larger than a dash. 

Yet, a senior member of the staff of the IRS has invoked her right not to testify before 

Congress upon the Constitutional protection granted to all citizens not to incriminate themselves 

by their own testimony.  It is a powerful right.  But it is a right against incrimination, not a right 

to avoid awkwardness or stress.  It is a right avoid admitting to criminal activities suggesting 

whatever she actually did might rise to the level of criminality.  This is a reasonable inference. 

The testimony sought which gave right to this invocation was about her job performance 

and what she did or did not do and why.  It was a simple appraisal of her job performance, part 

of the employer-employee contract for which she had taken her paycheck all these years.  The 

questions were posed to her by a Congress conducting hearings to determine not whether 

something had gone wrong, by their own admission the IRS admitted something had gone 

terribly wrong, the issue was whether it rose to the level of criminality. 

A reasonable inference of the invocation of one’s right against self-incrimination is that if 

there is smoke, there is likely fire.  An unreasonable inference would be there is not even a 

smidgen of corruption.  Not even a smidgen. 

This is government corruption. 

I will end with the issue of judgment.  A President makes a great number of judgments 

and it would be both unfair and unrealistic to suggest all his judgments and the resulting 

decisions would be universally correct.  It is not unreasonable to hold a yardstick up to a body of 

decisions over a period of time long enough to snuff out the outliers and establish a pattern 

which could be fairly scrutinized and characterized. 
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Looking at American foreign policy since the President’s Inauguration leaves me with no 

ability to conclude anything other than the President does not possess good judgment in foreign 

policy.  It is tempting to say he is simply not a strategic thinker and that may be so but the results 

are what must be measured. 

The world delivered to President Obama was not perfect, in fact, far from it.  The 

President has magnified the imperfections hopelessly wrestling today with a Middle East which 

is aflame, a relationship with Russia which is stretched to the breaking point with a real chance 

of war in the Ukraine and at the edge of the NATO footprint, a shredded relationship with Israel 

and Saudi Arabia and a nuclear Iran—one of the most dangerous possible scenarios confronting 

the world. 

I would be willing to concede any one or two of these things were beyond the ability of 

any mortal to solve.  The totality of them, throw in North Korea and China if you want, 

represents a body of work that makes me unable to trust the President’s judgment.  Further in this 

dangerous and unstable world, the President believes now is the opportune time to contract the 

American military.  I cannot imagine a more inopportune time to tell the world the United States 

intends to reduce its Army to a level which beckoned World War II. 

On the basis of competence, integrity, abuse of power and judgment—as evidenced 

above, I do not trust the Executive Branch and its leader.  I love my country.  I do not trust the 

Executive Branch of our government and its leader. 

Legislative Branch 

In a similar manner, I do not trust the American Congress—the Republicans and 

Democrats taken together, mind you.  I particularly do not trust their ability to discharge their 

duties to manage the public purse. 

Let me cut to the chase as it relates to the public purse.  I do not trust the Congress to 

discharge their duties as to the following specific issues. 

1. The Congress is unable to work together to craft a reasonable spending plan for the 

Nation that respects the realities of our sources and magnitude of revenue.  This is a 
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challenge every state meets regularly balancing its budget annually.  This does not 

require alchemy. 

I am not suggesting this is a partisan political issue.  Both Democrats and 

Republicans are to blame.  A pox on both of their houses. 

2. The Congress is troubled with the same lack of integrity as the President and the 

Executive Branch—telling the simple truth to a citizenry in a long and severe drought 

as it relates to the truth. 

When a Congressman says this budget “cuts” spending, he means only the rate of 

growth in future spending has been whittled and scraped and distressed at the edges.  

Nothing has actually been cut. 

Famously in the recent comparison between the President’s late statutorily required 

budget submission (which ingloriously was dispatched by a vote of 413-2) and 

Representative Paul Ryan’s alternative, the rate of growth was the only meaningful 

difference.  The President championed a 5.5% growth assumption and Congressman 

Ryan suggested we consider a 3.5% growth assumption. 

The President’s budget did not touch entitlement reform. 

Ryan’s budget did not touch entitlement reform. 

3. The Congress, where all spending originates and where all spending must be 

proposed for the President’s approval, is unable to craft plans dealing effectively 

with: 

a. Balancing the budget; 

b. Reducing the deficit; 

c. Managing the National Debt; 

d. Limiting the magnitude of spending, again the National Debt; 
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e. Reforming entitlements; or, 

f. Providing any form of financial restraint including getting their snouts out of 

the Federal trough. 

The President is a crack head spender and the Congress is his dealer. 

On the basis of the above, I do not trust the Legislative Branch of our government.  It has 

become so unsettling one is an “extremist” if one were to suggest these matters, again discharged 

routinely by Governors, demand attention.  I must be an extremist. 

Judicial Branch 

The Judicial Branch is the one most difficult to articulate my concerns.  I am long past 

the threshold arguments necessary to arrive at my conclusion—I do not trust my government.  I 

do not need to include the Judicial Branch to conclude I do not trust my government. 

I do not trust the Judicial Branch to be fair and honorable in its pursuit of justice on 

behalf of the people.  As litigants, prosecutors, they routinely engage in overcharging, 

intimidation and dishonorable discovery practices.  Justice is supposed to be blind because it has 

a veil over its eyes not because a US Attorney has stuck a thumb in the eyes of their litigation 

opponents seeking their Constitutionally guaranteed mythical fair trial. 

The Justice Department is continually caught with its thumb on the scales of justice and 

missing in action when it suits their political purposes. 

The Justice Department, like the Executive Branch, is guilty of poor judgment repeatedly.  

My exhibit for your consideration would be the inability to undertake a final day of reckoning 

with Khalid Sheik Mohammed, the mastermind of 9-11.  My goodness, this has been going on 

since the first day of the Obama administration.  Remember he has previously admitted to 

everything.  We are trying him out an abundance of caution. 

The finding of a “tax” in the OBAMAcare bill in a controversy before the Supreme Court 

of the United States by its Chief Justice, the Nation having been assured the fees required under 
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OBAMAcare were absolutely not a tax, has a “life on Mars” quality to it.  The government did 

not advance the “tax” implication but Chief Justice John Roberts found one nonetheless. 

The SCOTUS became a participant, a litigant and should have sat at the government’s 

bench as an ally in advancing their case. 

The ability to seek justice in a Federal Court has become a rich man’s option as litigation 

has become priced beyond the reach of mere mortals.  In fairness, this is not exclusively the 

problem of the Judicial Branch. 

For these reasons (and many more I have not advanced), I do not trust our government. 

The United States of America is the world’s best chance and I love it dearly.  For the 

reasons, I have discussed I do not trust our government.  It may be time for a second American 

Revolution—a peaceful revolution waged at the ballot box hopefully. 

I love my country.  I do not trust my government. 
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